





different parts of the brain. Current techniques using cells in petri dishes do not allow scientists to set
up networks and lack the complexity of animal models. This severely limits the research possible. Using
animals is also not perfect as it makes studying what happens inside the nerve cells very difficult. The
new technique bridges the gap between the two systems using a brilliantly simple method. The new
system involves cell culture chambers connected by one-way channels. These force axons to grow in
the direction the scientists need to connect one cell to the next, forming a network. ltis a bitlke .~
growing an electrical circuit. To test their model the scientists put cortical neurons (from the outer part.of.
the brain) and striatal neurons (from the inner brain) into the two chambers. The neurons grew and
formed a connection allowing an impulse o travel from the cortical neuron to the striatal one, mimicking
their relationship in the brain. The new technique will allow scientists to study how the neurons—
communicate and how diseases can disrupt the ability of the neurons to transrmt 51gnals {4

http://www.understandinganimalresearch.org.uk/latest news/research news/show/5121replac:|nq anim
als with nerves on a chip/?n id=40&u id=825) :

Animal Welfare Strategy and review of the Animal Welfare Act 1999

NAEAC continues to work on its submission to MAF.on the review.of the Animal Welfare Act. We have
already received one submission from an AEC which-we have passed to MAF, advising the particular
AEC that it should resubmit when the official submission-process starts. There are also issues within
that submission that NAEAC will champion as well- AIl'AECs are encouraged to submit to MAF on
issues they have with the Act and suggestions forhow itcould be-improved. Submissions can be sent
to Colin Holden - Colin.Holden@maf.govtnz.

Information on the project can befound-at: _
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/animal-wélfare/strategy-legislation-review

AEC Workshop

NAEAC will be hosting a workshop for AEC members in Wellington on Friday 16 November 2012.
Feedback received from the 2010 workshop will be taken into account when finalising the 2012
programme, but if you-have any suggeéstions for topics you would like to see included please send them
through to: NAEAC@maf.govtnz

NAEAC Three Rs Award

Nominations forthe 2012 NAEAC Three Rs Award are currently being sought! See the below for more
detail. .
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The National Animal Ethics Advisory Committee (NAEAC) invites
applications or nominations for the:

THREE Rs AWARD
2012

To reward and promote implementation of Three Rs print:iplés i,
research, testing and teaching

The Three Rs (replacement, reduction and refinement) are the cornérstone of the-ethical use of animals
in research, testing and teaching. This award celebrates achievements in the implementation of the
Three Rs and promotes the concept within the scientific commiunity and to:the wider public. The award
is co-ordinated by NAEAC and sponscred by the Royal-New_ Zealand SPCA and is made to an
individual, group or institution within New Zealand that-shows great commitment to, or innovative
implementation of, the Three Rs, or whose work will heip to promote awareness of Three Rs principles.

The prize will consist of a certificate and a ﬁnanmal award of: $2 000; which will be presented at the
NAEAC AEC workshop on Friday 16 November 2012, Reseipt-of the award will be publicised in
selected media, although specific details-of the work involved-can be restricted if appropriate.

Applications or nominations (with knéWledge.of nomih_é-é_) should be sent to:

NAEAC Secretariat
c/- Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
~POBox 2526
~Wellington 6140

There is no application-form but you must provide:

e evidence of how the applicant or nominated individual, group or institution qualifies for the
Award (maximuni of three pages)

«_< curriculum-vitae of the applicant(s) or nominee(s)

o the namgs and contact details of up to two potential referees (who may, at the committee’s
discretion, be approached for comment)

Applications close on Friday 20 July, 2012.

Please direct enquiries to the NAEAC Secretariat (email NAEAC@maf.govt.nz)




